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Houry Avedissian, owner of Ha2
Architecture Design, recently
won a plethora of awards at the
Housing Design Awards put on
by the Greater Ottawa Home
Builders’ Association. Impressive
and bright, she is organization
and talent at its best. I spoke with
her about trends, architecture
and design and found common
ground between her design sense
and her condo sense.

Q What are the most important
architectural trends developers
you work with are incorporat-
ing?

A The focus is more on compact,
built-in areas that multitask.
Examples are retractable beds
that can be folded into wall units,
clearing the way for daytime
office desks. There are also
compact storage wall units and
retractable dining tables that can
transform from small bar seat-
ing all the way to tables of eight.
Reducing wasted spaces and
maximizing square footage is the
trend in recent years. It’s not how
much square footage your unit
has, it’s how efficiently it’s being
used.

Q That’s so true. With that in
mind, what is the key archi-
tectural element in any condo
building?
A A high-ceiling vestibule entry
with an engaging presence,
interesting wall design features,
awelcoming lobby waiting area,
a separate and secure mail room.
I enjoy clever details, original
balconies, interesting transition
spaces and privacy elements.
Common areas are really
important. Exercise rooms, pools,
conference rooms and reception
areas. Many luxury condo build-
ings can be identified by how
richly they define those spaces.

Q How about the most impor-
tant architectural detail in a
condo unit?

A Standard things such as
laundry, clever storage and open
spaces are key. The flow from
kitchen to living area is another.
Room distribution and space are
always concerns in condominium
units. The lighter, the airier — the
better.

Q What materials would you
recommend for flooring?
A My personal preference,
depending on unit size, would be
the use of porcelain tile, which
allows you to consider radiant
floor heating and a sleek finish.
There is so much variety in tile
these days that even if you are a
big fan of wood, there are many
tiles that look like wood or even
concrete.

Tile is easier to keep clean
and you can use this material

throughout the unit, instead of
breaking the space from tile in
the kitchen to wood for the rest
of the layout. Natural materials,
like marble, are even more spec-
tacular, although more costly.

Q Speaking of marble, I am
often asked what is better —
granite, marble or composite.
What do you think?

A T personally prefer quartz
for countertops and marble for
walls and bathrooms — or even
fireplace units.

Q What is your best advice
when considering which condo
to buy?

A Orientation. Observe the
building layout and verify which
elevation your unit is on. If you
love sun filtering inside in the
afternoon and buy a north-facing
unit, you’ll be hugely disappoint-
ed. Other things include the flow
and the storage spaces offered,
both in your unit and your locker
areas. A lot of these details can be
overlooked by a shiny price-point
offer. For instance, is one parking
spot offered or is that an extra
cost?

Q How do you deal with giving
the client what he or she wants
even though it may not be the
best idea for resale?

A It’s amatter of how much time
they plan to live in the unit. If
they are planning on renting it, I
would take a certain approach. If
they plan on living there less than
five years, I probably wouldn’t go
extremely elaborate, but if they
are planning on staying there

an indefinite amount of time, I
would personalize it all in keep-
ing with the current trends and
developments.

Q What would be your “must
haves” if you were purchasing a
condo?

A Large, expansive windows fac-
ing east/west and open-concept
space. If space were limited, I
would want cleverly laid out stor-
age walls and areas. The biggest
balcony available and, if possible,
the best view. I would also avoid
the first few floors just to be away
from the noise of traffic, depend-
ing on location, which may not be
anissue.

Q At what stage would a buyer
hire an architect and is it more
expensive than a designer?

A Before purchasing, consider
inviting the architect or designer
over to make sure your light-

ing needs will be met based on
orientation. Otherwise, it really
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depends on the developer’s time-
line and how far away from the
delivery date you made your pur-
chase. Are they two years away or
two months away?

In most situations, unless you
are buying multiple units and
making a larger unit, once the
structure is up and windows are
installed, it could be a good time
to get started. Condo units are
more or less small areas, and the
design stage won’t be long unless
highly detailed and specialized
items are being built. When the
millwork phase is at the point of
final site measurements, that’s
when things start moving quickly.

Q How would hiring an archi-
tect differ from hiring a design-

B

It's not how much square footage your unit has — it's how efficiently it's

|

being used, says Houry Avedissian of Ha2 Architecture Design. BrIGITTE

BOUVIER/OTTAWA CITIZEN

er for a condo interior’s design?
Why should buyers consider
one over the other?

A Ibelieve it’s a matter of per-
sonal connection, availability,
expertise in the area and rela-
tionship to the builders. Some
architects hire interior designers
for smaller jobs such as these.
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However, if there are structural
changes being made, an architect
should be consulted.

Marilyn Wilson has been selling real
estate for more than 25 years and
owns Marilyn Wilson Dream Prop-
erties Inc. Christie’s International
Real Estate. Reach her through
dreamproperties.com.

AT RICHARDSON RIDGE

Located in the established community of Richardson Ridge,
this exciting new enclave of condominium Flats, designed by
Barry J. Hobin, offers the best in maintenance-free living and inspiring
architecture, along with Uniform’s renowned quality craftsmanship.

FLATS NOW ON SALE!

Starting from $253,000

orriosersss 1.1

SALES PAVILION HOURS

Mon - Thurs: 12 - 7pm
Fri - Sun & Holidays: 12 - 5pm

100 Grand Manan Circle (corner of Huntsville
Drive and Grand Manan Circle) 613.435.7751

ElementsFlats.com

T'he Essence of Luxury.

The SoHo Champagne Lobby. Gluckstein Design. Hotel Inspired.

CHRISTMAS COMES EARLY

Only $10,000" down and you can MOVE IN TODAY!

and no condo fees for one year
There has never been a better time to own SoHo luxury!
1 bedroom luxury condo from $279,900™

SOHO

CHAMPAGNE

Sales Centre 111 Champagne Avenue South (one block west of Preston Street off Carling)

Monday-Thursday 12-6 pm

613.798.SOHO (7646)

LUXURY CONDOMINIUMS

back. Includes property taxes at 1.15% and mortg.
sumes no condo fee Offers cannot be combined. Pi

Saturday-Sunday 12-5 pm OPEN HOUSE

MASTERCRAFT STARWOOD

Investment Builders Since 1951

Principal and Interest payments, but no condo fees as per the promotion *Details at sales centre. Carrying costs for
es and offer subject to change, availability, and withdrawal without notice. E&OE




