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Houry Avedissian does it all, from
architecture to interior design.
But to reach her career ambitions,
the rising star had to overcome
some serious obstacles

By Janet Wilson

oury Avedissian is running late, Heads turn
H as she rushes into a busy Westhoro coffee

shop dressed in a chic, form-fitting dress
and leaving a trail of Obsession perfume in her
wake, Brimming with confidence and charm, the
one-woman show of Haz Architecture Design
thrives on being pulled in & dozen directions.

As we order our cappuccings on a recent after-
noon, a new client, who lives in an apartment a
few foars above where we sit, stops by to inspect
the drawings Avedissian has just completed of two

semni-detached homes on a nearby lot.

“1 like b have two to three projects on the go at
the same time. | da it all — interior design, tear-
downs and rebuilds, renovations, additions and
creating new homes” She even takes her own
high-guality photographs of her projects.

The 38-vear-old enjoys jugeling the many facets
of her work, A typical day may consist of meetings
with contractors, a vanety of different sub-trades,
searching for new clients and investors and reach-
ing out to real estate agents in hopes of finding
potential lots, Since she went out on her own, she's
built three homes and has carried out three reno-
vations, with mare projects in the works.

She has worked for several firms designing com-
mercial real estate, but her passion is creating
unigue custom residential projects and marrying
architecture with interior design,

Wined, gl.‘l.ﬁ\ and metal feature i:qu’l:liiiul._"lllhl.' in
her wark, which has a decidedly modern esthetic
with varied rooflines, floating staircases and over-
sized windows that bring the outside in. She took



took on her first project in Ottawa in 2008, but she
only moved to the capital from Montreal in April
x031 1. Most af her work ig forused in the Westhoro
area, including an inspiring home that resembles a
trechowse, which was featured in Syles summer
i\"lll'.

“My goal is to break new ground in Ottawa.
I want to bring things here that ['ve seen around
the world and do it in smaller-scale projects and

mare cconomically”

Don Robertson, who hired Avedissian to do
drawings for a pew home in Orléans, applaeds the
pas:

“She was on site all the timie. Everyt
pested, we did. She's going to go far

m she brings to her work.

ing she sug-
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Avedissian i enjoying her new .j.|,||:-||tn'|,| city st
she laments the fact that it design its “too passive,
That is the realing she says,

She |::n'!;i|'|- each -:i.lf.' with a Appuccing before
checking email from clients and Facebook mes-
sages from friends and family. Avedissian, whose
parents were originally from Armenia, was borm in
Australia, but rased in Mostreal —a city she =
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returns to twice a month to visit her mother and
extended fam

An only child, Avedissian says she knew at the
age of nine that she wanted to be an architect.

ians dream was almost cut short 17 years
o after she collapsed whil in class in her

Frorny )
overy after los
ide of her body.
“I thought my dream of bec 2
was over, a5 you need your hands to draw!” she says.
“A year later, | signed up for b
Concordia University, but anly wer

ring to teach her how to use a computer ir
of a pencil to design drawings. Over the ye
has taught herself how to write using her ke
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